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Azure Mountain Fire Tower Centennial Party, July 29, 2018 – You’re Invited!
An inscription in the northeast concrete footer of the
Fire Tower on Azure Mountain reads, “W.H. Finney,
Keeseville, 7/29/18.” That’s 1918, the day (as best we
can tell) that the tower’s construction was completed.
One hundred years to the day after that, Azure Mountain Friends will host a birthday party for the tower –
that’s Sunday July 29, 2018. The public is welcome:
Come and join us, on the summit (“upstairs”) at 10
a.m. and/or at the St. Regis Falls Adult Center along
the main drag in town (“downstairs”), whose doors will
open at 1:30, with ceremonies beginning at 2 p.m.
And what will happen?
• Readings, Remarks, Recognitions and Recollections! (We’ll keep them brief.)

• Raffle Drawings for Sandy Hildreth’s Azure summit
painting (there’s still time to buy chances; see elsewhere in this newsletter), ADK Laurentian Chapter
gift basket, framed poster from SUNY Potsdam’s
Wilderness Education students, and maybe more!
• Birthday Cake! (That’ll be “downstairs”; none of
us really wants to haul three sheet cakes up the
trail, especially if it’s rainy.)

Come one, come all – come and share, and cele-

brate an iconic piece of Adirondack history, the loyal
men who stood watch over the forest from its cab for
60 years, and the dedicated volunteers who restored
it and have stewarded it and its surroundings for the
last 15 years. More information can be found at www.
azuremountain.org or on the Azure Mountain Friends
Facebook page.

SAVE TH E DATE! JULY 29, 2 0 18
AZURE MOUN TAIN FIRE TOWER CEN TENNIAL CELEBRATION

SUPPORT THE FIRE TOWER!

Hundredth-Birthday Gifts Accepted!

May we suggest a donation in honor of the tower’s centennial? When you make a tax-deductible financial
contribution to Azure Mountain Friends, you’re really helping the tower, and, secondarily, helping some of the
people who steward it go to college. Here’s how:
Your gifts go toward maintenance of the tower and trail. In recent months, protective painting and new
fencing for the stairs and landings (the latter still in the development stage at press time) have benefited from
your gifts, along with other forms of support.
Your gifts go toward AMF’s scholarships, which help outstanding area young people (three in 2018) with their
college costs in exchange for volunteering for five days as summit hosts. Currently, New York State reimburses
a portion of the amount, but we cannot count on that continuing.
Those are just two examples of what your dollars do. The tower’s centennial is the perfect time to honor it and
those who have over a hundred years dedicated their time and energy to it with a gift. To take part in our Centennial Campaign, please see the form on the back of this newsletter, or visit our website, azuremountain.org,
or Facebook page, Azure Mountain Friends.

LAST CHANCE TO WIN THIS PAINTING!

Adirondack artist and Azure Mountain Friends board member Sandra Hildreth of Saranac Lake has donated
to AMF this marvelous, framed, 12x24” oil painting of the Azure Mountain summit, tower and view. It can be
yours! Just purchase a chance (or, better yet, several) via the form on the back of this newsletter, or through
azuremountain.org, come to our 100th birthday party on July 29, and perhaps go home with the painting! (You
do not need to be present to win, but we’d like to see the expression on your face when your name is drawn.)
Proceeds go to Azure Mountain Friends to support our scholarship, stewardship and maintenance programs.

Thanks, Deer Valley Trails!

4677 Blue Mt Rd
St Regis Falls
518-856-9243
GREAT FOOD!

AMF Gear &
Raffle Tickets
Available Here
BEVERAGES!

DID YOU KNOW?
• A fire tower’s height is measured to the floor of the
cab. The Azure Mt. tower is considered to be 35 feet
tall (five flights of stairs, each gaining seven feet in
altitude), so when you are standing in the cab you--or
the soles of your boots--are 35 feet above the 2518foot summit, or 2553 feet above mean sea level.
• The Azure Mt. tower was supposed to be a windmill.
Had the tower’s superstructure, manufactured by the
Aermotor Company of Chicago, Illinois, served its intended purpose, it would have helped irrigate a Midwestern farm or a ranch on the prairies.
• On a super-clear day, it is possible to see two nations, one U.S. state, two Canadian provinces, six
(very large) New York counties, numerous Adirondack High Peaks including four of the six tallest, one
other salvaged fire tower and four former fire tower
mountains, several watersheds draining thousands
of square miles (the St. Regis, Deer, Raquette, Oswegatchie, Saranac and a small chunk of the Ausable
prominent among them, and let’s not forget that Mt.
Marcy, visible in the southeast, holds the headwaters
of the Hudson River), and, in case you’ve seen enough
woods and mountains, one of the world’s great cities,
Montreal.

As the tower’s centennial approaches, the wire
fencing along the stairs and landing is again in the
process of being repaired or replaced, and a fresh
coat of paint adorns the superstructure, courtesy of
a Student Conservation Association crew under the
supervision of Rebecca Kambic last August.

Reflections of a Scholarship Winner, “I tried to hear as many stories as I could”
Part 1, by Gaetan Foisy, Summer 2017 (pictured above)
During my stay on the summit, I tried to hear as many stories as I could about people who’d hiked Azure in the
past. It began as a handy conversation starter, but as I kept hearing stories, I got more and more interested.
One of the first stories that really stood out to me was from one of the people who helped restore the tower in
2002. He told me how they had to take the wood for the stairs and all of the other materials up the mountain by
helicopter. They replaced all of the wooden parts on the tower and put wire fencing on the sides of the stairs, but
what really struck me was what they did to the steel structure of the tower. They painted it. The Azure mountain
fire tower is going on 100 years old, and the only thing they needed to do to it was add a fresh coat of paint.
Talk about good engineering. (Editor’s Note: See the photo caption above for an update.)
After hearing about the tower’s restoration, I hoped to talk to someone who had been up the mountain before
that happened, so that I could hear their thoughts on it. Eventually, I met a man who had lived in St. Regis Falls
and hiked Azure many times as a kid. He thought that the tower looked much better now. After talking with him
a while I learned that he had a lot of good memories here.
After he got a little older, and got a job as a firefighter, he stopped hiking Azure. Fate called him back in the
form of an emergency summons from the top: He had to hike the mountain again to save a rock climber who
had broken both legs in a fall. Extracting the climber was a nightmare and I think they had to get a helicopter
involved, but in the end the climber recovered. I have hiked Azure a good number of times, but would never
have known how many stories it has if I hadn’t been a steward [last] summer.

Azure Mountain Fire Tower Centennial Fund
15 Lawrence Ave. Potsdam, NY 13676
____Happy 100th, Azure Mountain
Fire Tower! I wish to support Azure
Mountain Friends’ work with a
special centennial contribution.
Enclosed is my tax-deductible gift
of $__________.
I wish to purchase ____ raffle tickets @ $5 per ticket
for the Sandra Hildreth oil painting of Azure Mountain.
Enclosed is my check for $_________.
Name: ______________________________________________
Phone: (______)_________________
Address: ________________________________________________
____________________________________________Zip: _________
Email: ___________________________________________________
DRAWING WILL BE JULY 29, 2018
Make check payable to: Azure Mountain Friends and mail to
Azure Mountain Fire Tower Centennial Fund, 15 Lawrence
Ave. Potsdam, NY 13676. We thank you for your support.

AzureMountain.org

On Facebook: Azure Mountain Friends

Reflections of a Scholarship Winner, “I grew to truly appreciate being on my own
in nature” 							
Part 2 by Brendan Raville, Summer 2017
Last summer I was fortunate enough to spend five weekend days on the summit of Azure Mountain in the presence of such beauty. Although the first day of hiking on my own presented an unfamiliar scenario of solitude
in the wilderness, I grew to truly appreciate being on my own in nature.
I found that my proximity to the wild allowed me to view the surrounding
wildlife in a unique light. It was interesting to watch the chipmunk under a
stone near the base of the tower in his daily travels around the summit. A
group of hawks always seemed to put on an aerial display over the face of
the mountain while I was enjoying the view. This was an occurrence that I
quickly looked forward to, along with the actions of the ravens and falcons
that often seemed just within reach.
I am so thankful to have been awarded the opportunity to experience
Azure Mountain as a summit steward. I was able to converse with many
unique people from as far away as Texas and Oregon, and to view the
mountain and the surrounding area in rain, fog, and sunshine. While climbing the mountain frequently, I began to test my limits and even succeeded
in making it to the summit in just under 25 minutes.
This experience allowed me to become both closer to nature and more confident in myself through my time
alone on the summit. Although I did enjoy the company of the many visitors that I met each day, it was always
a treat to take a few minutes and just be alone in a place of such beauty. Thank you again for the opportunity
to become a summit steward and for the scholarship which will aid me in my future academic endeavors.

