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Azure Mountain Fire Tower’s 100th 
Anniversary To Be Observed in 2018

Being around for 100 years is a significant accom-
plishment. Cold and lonely, facing gale-force 
winds as they sweep in off Lake Ontario, covered 
with ice in winter, the Azure Mountain fire tower will 
have been standing guard for 100 years as of July 
29, 2018. That’s the anniversary of the assembly of 
the tower, as indicated by an inscription carved 
into the cement base of one of its legs. Mark 
your calendars and celebrate with us! We know 
Azure Mountain means a lot to many North Coun-
try families, based on experiences our volunteers 
have had, interacting with hundreds of visitors on 
the summit, so please consider taking part.

Azure Mountain Friends (AMF) is planning to mark 
this special occasion with appropriate fanfare in 
at least two locations that day. AMF Board Chair 
Joe Berner stresses that plans are still highly tenta-
tive in summer 2017.  

“We’ve formulated a skeleton list of ideas so far,” 
he says. Among these are a ceremony on the 
summit and a follow-up party in St. Regis Falls, with 
speakers, food and music. 

There will be a new centennial logo for use on 
patches and t-shirts. AMF is also publishing a new, 
revised edition of their summit guidebook. Check 
AzureMountain.org to find out where the book 
can be obtained or to purchase online.

Saranac Lake artist and AMF Board member San-
dra Hildreth is donating an original oil painting of 
Azure Mountain for a raffle to help support the ac-
tivities of the AMF. The painting will be on display 

at Deer Valley Trails restaurant (4677 Blue Moun-
tain Rd., St. Regis Falls, NY 12980) and tickets can 
be purchased there or through the AMF website. 
The drawing will take place on the centennial day, 
July 29, 2018. To purchase your chances, please 
see the form in this newsletter.

Details of the centennial activities will come into 
focus as time passes. For updates, please visit 
AzureMountain.org and, as the centennial itself 
approaches, local media.
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Support the Fire Tower!

We know, it’s already supported by four sturdy 
steel legs. But we’re talking about the other kind 
of support....

Remember, or imagine, hiking the steep one-
mile trail to the summit of Azure Mountain. It 
narrows as you make your way through the last 
of the trees and your first glimpse of the fire tower 
appears. Then, when you turn and follow the 
trail toward the open cliffs.... 

“Wow!” That is the universal response to the as-
tonishing view.

On July 29, 2018, the fire tower atop Azure Moun-
tain will have been standing watch over the 
northwestern Adirondacks for exactly 100 years. 
However, the Azure Mountain fire tower would 
have been torn down in 2001 had not a hand-
ful of local concerned citizens – who formed the 
group known now as the Azure Mountain Friends 
– stepped forward to save it. With solid support 
from other groups, such as the Adirondack Moun-
tain Club and Adirondack Architectural Heritage, 
and a lot of cooperative effort, the tower was 
restored by 2003 and once again opened to the 
public to climb for that incomparable 360-de-
gree view that ranges from the St. Lawrence Val-
ley across the expansive St. Regis River watershed 
to the Adirondack High Peaks and beyond.  

And now, the Azure Mountain Friends (AMF) 
needs your help.

In the years since restoration, AMF has contin-
ued to actively maintain the trail and the tow-
er, to place volunteer summit stewards on the 
mountain most weekends from Memorial Day 
to Columbus Day, and to award scholarships to 
area students who volunteer on the summit. In 
this year leading up to the centennial of the tow-
er, AMF is seeking your financial support. Please 

consider making a donation to help AMF contin-
ue these beneficial activities.

Most important to AMF is the sharing of the hu-
man and natural history of the mountain so that 
younger generations will value it as much as we 
do. AMF does this through publication of a Tow-
er and Summit Guide Book and a periodic news-
letter, and through the volunteer Summit Steward 
program. Greeting hikers, answering questions, ex-
plaining how the fire observers used the map ta-
ble, and more are all things the stewards do that 
help make a climb up Azure a rewarding experi-
ence for all. 

But perhaps the most important asset AMF has 
established is the Azure Mountain Friends Scholar-
ship Program. For more about this program, see 
“The Azure Mountain Friends Scholarship Program: 
Who, What, Why,” elsewhere in this newsletter.

AMF has also established a partnership with the 
Wilderness Education Program at SUNY Potsdam 
that enables some of their students to volunteer as 
summit stewards as well.

As our world moves forward with technological 
advances, the Azure Mountain Friends believes it 
is essential that we continue to provide opportuni-
ties for people to experience and learn about the 
natural world first-hand. Please help us continue 
to do this by contributing to the AMF Centennial 
Fund. Help us continue to teach succeeding gen-
erations about how people and fire towers saved 
the Adirondacks. 

AMF Gear & 
Raffle Tickets

Available Here

BEVERAGES!

4677 Blue Mt Rd
St Regis Falls
518-856-9243

GREAT FOOD!

SUNY Potsdam Wilderness Education Students

     Painting by Sandra Hildreth - Donated for the Centennial Raffle



Stewards’ Reflections 

My days on Azure Mountain led me to meet people of all kinds, from seasoned backpackers to children 
on their first mountain, along with a shockingly friendly chipmunk who hung around and ate lunch with 
me every day. I (enjoyed) sneaking blueberry runs between hiking groups, and familiarizing myself with 
the mountain’s patterns. Thank you, Azure Mountain Friends, for this amazing opportunity!    
    
--Rebecca Miller, Scholarship Recipient, 2016

Today’s world is constantly on the move. Sometimes it’s hard for people to stop 
and appreciate what they have around them. (On Azure Mountain) I noticed 
a common pattern: Everyone who made it to the summit was doing so with the 
mindset that by completing the trek they were somehow finding an inner peace 
and healing. The more I talked to everyone who came up, the more I realized 
that I was also able to find an inner peace atop Azure. Henry David Thoreau said, 
“Our life is frittered away by detail…simplify, simplify.” I have never agreed more 
than when I was able to be a steward for Azure.

--Kayla Austin, Summit Steward through SUNY Potsdam’s Wilderness Education Program, 2016

Five Mohawks from Akwesasne went down onto the rocks below the steps. Soon drumming and 
chanting could be heard on the mountain. It could not have been more fitting on this beautiful day in 
this scenic and inspiring location.

--Carolyn Kaczka, Founding Board Member, Summit Steward, 2009

Each year, local high school seniors and college 
students are encouraged to apply for an Azure 
Mountain Friends Scholarship, and one or two are 
selected to receive $500 to help pay the expenses 
of attending college. In return, recipients volunteer 
for five days as summit stewards. We believe that this 
experience increases AMF scholarship recipients’ 
understanding of the value of time spent in the 
natural world, and specifically, provides added 
value through the education of themselves and 
others about Azure Mountain and the Adirondacks. 

Since its inception in 2006, the AMF Scholarship has 
been awarded to 20 individuals.

"The AMF Scholarship Program has been one of 
the most important priorities of Azure Mountain 
Friends,” says AMF Board Chair Joe Berner. 
“Having worked directly with so many of our past 
scholarship recipients, I have seen first-hand the 
many ways in which the students have benefited 
from the program. By the time the students have 
finished their duties on the summit, they seem to 
have gained a keener sense of environmental 
awareness, along with an added confidence 
acquired from interacting with so many hikers who 
crossed their path. 

“We at AMF will continue to offer these important 
scholarships to local North Country students for 
as long as we have the funds to do so,” Berner 
adds. “If you would like to support this worthwhile 
cause, please consider making a tax-deductible 
donation to the Azure Mountain Friends. Your 
contribution will be greatly appreciated!" 

Further information about the AMF Scholarship 
and application information can be found at 
AzureMountain.org/Scholarship.htm.

The Azure Mountain Friends Scholarship Program: Who, What, Why



Want To Be a Volunteer Summit Steward?

Launched in 2003, the AMF Volunteer Steward Program strives to maintain the trail, the fire tower, and 
the summit of Azure Mountain. Stewards (formerly known as interpreters) also educate hikers about on-
going conservation efforts and strive to preserve the natural beauty of the mountain. They greet hikers 
and answer questions about the history of the fire tower and topography of the region. 

We aim to have a steward on the mountain on weekend days from Memorial Day Weekend through 
Columbus Day. You never know who you will meet or what you might see during your day on the 
summit. Hikers from all over the USA, Canada, and the world often find their way to Azure Mountain. 
On a clear day you can see all the way to the Adirondack High Peaks in one direction and to the St. 
Lawrence Seaway in the other. In your spare time you can catch up on some reading or simply enjoy 
the views. 

Volunteering as a steward is a great way to “give something back” to the mountains while immersing 
yourself in one of the more dramatic settings in the Adirondacks. For more information on becoming a 
volunteer steward, please contact Joe Berner at azurehiker@yahoo.com or 315-265-3184.

Azure Mountain Centennial Fund
15 Lawrence Ave.   Potsdam, NY 13676

____Happy 100th, Azure Mountain 
Fire Tower! I wish to support Azure 
Mountain Friends’ work with a 
special centennial contribution. 
Enclosed is my tax-deductible gift 
of $__________.

I wish to purchase ____ raffle tickets @ $5 per ticket 
for the Sandra Hildreth oil painting of Azure Mountain. 
Enclosed is my check for $_________.

Name: ______________________________________________     

Phone: (______)_________________

Address: ________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________Zip: _________

Email: ___________________________________________________
DRAWING WILL BE JULY 29, 2018

Please make check payable to: Azure Mountain Friends and 
mail to Azure Mountain Centennial Fund, 15 Lawrence Ave. 
Potsdam, NY 13676  

We thank you for your support.

AzureMountain.org                 On Facebook: Azure Mountain Friends


