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100 YEARS & COUNTING: THE CENTENNIAL OBSERVED
July 29, 2018, was a perfect Adirondack day – sunny
and warm, not humid, with a light breeze. It was also
a perfect day to observe the 100th anniversary – to
the day – of the opening of the Azure Mountain Fire
Tower on July 29, 1918.
The two-part observance began on the summit,
where about two dozen people enjoyed remarks,
reminiscences, and recollections. It concluded at
the St. Regis Falls Adult Center, where awards were
presented, raffle winners were announced, former
observers and stewards shared stories and laughter,
and cake and ice cream were devoured.
AMF thanks all those who helped make the day such
a success. Pictures convey its flavor better than more
words can:

Thanks Everybody!

William Hill, Edwards, N.Y., right, was the winner of this oil painting of the
Azure summit by Saranac Lake artist and AMF Board member Sandy
Hildreth, left, and donated to AMF’s fund-raising raffle.

Azure Mountain Friends Board Chair Tom
Ortmeyer of Potsdam emceed activities at
the tower.

A Z U R E MOUN T A IN .ORG

Join us as a Volunteer Summit Steward, Trail Worker, or Board Member

c en t e nn i a l @ azu remou n t a i n .org or AMF, 15 L awr ence Ave. Pots dam, NY 13676

The DEC awarded certificates to former officers, including Joe Berner, left, immediate past chair of the board, who spearheaded the centennial observance planning,
and Carolyn Kaczka, long-time AMF officer and volunteer and a tireless advocate for
the tower’s restoration in 2002-03. With them is DEC Regional Supervisor of Natural
Resources Tom Martin.

FRIENDS, DONORS & SPONSORS

Azure Mountain Friends extends its sincere gratitude to the following area businesses and organizations that contributed to the Centennial Campaign. Their financial gifts help AMF maintain the
fire tower and nearby trails for the safety and enjoyment of the hiking public. Please patronize or
utilize these businesses, and when you do, thank
them for supporting Azure Mountain Friends:
Azure Mountain Power Company; LOCALadk magazine; NuMED LLC for Children, Hopkinton; Foothills
Forest Products, St. Regis Falls; Lamphere’s Quik
Stop, Hopkinton; Lucas Motor Sports / Twin Pines
Quick Stop, Nicholville; Township 7 Brewing Co. and
Nanette’s Rise ‘n’ Shine Cafe, both in Dickinson Center; Community Bank NA, St. Regis Falls branch; and
the Northwoods Chapter of the Adirondack Mountain
Club.

AMF Gear Available Here

GREAT FOOD!

BEVERAGES!

4677 Blue Mt Rd St Regis Falls 518-856-9243

Some area schoolchildren created
art for the Centennial; this piece
is by 6th grader Will Miemis of
Saranac Lake Middle School.

OUR SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS LOOK BACK

Last summer, AMF granted scholarships to three outstanding area high school seniors, in exchange for five
days as a summit steward. Al’lainya Dumas of Massena, Tom Shafer of Malone, and Brianna Larrabee of
Canton all wrote outstanding reflective essays upon
completion of their service, and all three are excerpted on the next page (the full essays can be obtained
from newsletter editor Neal Burdick, nealburdick@
gmail.com). After the summer, Dumas and Shafer enrolled at the University of Vermont, Larrabee at St.
Lawrence University.
The 2019 scholarship recipients are Sydney Levison,
Norwood-Norfolk; Haley Raville, Malone (her brother,
Brandon, was a scholarship winner in 2017); and Danielle Eggleston, Massena. Say hello and thanks if you
meet them on the summit!
Scholarship applications can be found on our website,
AzureMountain.org, and are due about May 1 each
year. AMF is in need of others to volunteer, regardless
of age. If interested, please contact the AMF.
centennial@azuremountain.org

Brianna Larrabee
Azure truly is a place for peace and being one with nature. I was
able to see how one mountain could carry an enormous network of
connections and stories. I am sad that my stewarding has come to
an end, but I am grateful for the time I could offer for such a
humbling experience.

Tom Shafer
There is something about this mountain, whether it is the
mysterious and majestic glacial erratic perched alone, or
the history and intrigue that surrounds the fire tower, that
seems to touch everyone who visits her. I came to realize
that the natural world should not only be preserved and
defended for its beauty and environmental well being, but
also because of the way in which it brings everyone a little
bit closer together.

Al’lainya Dumas
Whether my time was spent conversing with other
hikers or taking in my surroundings, I adored every
minute of it. Having the opportunity to enhance
someone’s experience while hiking such a breathtaking mountain as Azure was a delight.
The natural landscape that encircles us is one that
everyone should be able to witness. For the serenity of it is like no other, and I am happy to say that
Azure gave me the chance to witness just that.
Crews led by Dave Vana
of Davana LLC Fire Tower
Restoration, Bloomingdale,
installed new fencing along
the tower stairs.
AMF Board Members Joe
Berner, right, and Chad Rivers,
Town of Waverly Supervisor,
left, and student interns.

HEIGH HO, HEIGH HO, IT’S UP (THE TRAIL)
TO WORK WE GO!

One of AMF’s purposes is to execute or advocate
for projects that improve the experience of visitors
to Azure Mountain. We were fortunate to receive
grants from Parks & Trails NY in both 2017 and 2018.
Over the past year, three such projects were undertaken.

Azure Mountain Friends
15 Lawrence Ave. Potsdam, NY 13676
____I wish to support the work of
Azure Mountain Friends – and
become a friend of Azure
Mountain!
Enclosed is my tax-deductible
gift of $__________.
Name: ______________________________________________
Phone: (______)_________________
Address: ________________________________________________
____________________________________________Zip: _________
Email: ___________________________________________________
Make check payable to: Azure Mountain Friends and mail
to: AMF, 15 Lawrence Ave. Potsdam, NY 13676. We thank
you, but more important, Azure Mountain and its fire tower
thank you for your support.

AzureMountain.org

If AMF is to thrive, it’s vital to engage young people in its
work and its mission. Strides toward that end were taken
last summer when three teenagers contributed time, muscle, energy, and zeal to needed work on the Azure trail.
Brianna Larrabee, right, of Canton and Madison Austin and
Dawson White, two St. Regis Falls high school students
who worked for Waverly Town Supervisor and AMF board
member Chad Rivers during the summer, barricaded and
brushed in herd paths; Larrabee, a 2018 scholarship winner, later hiked to the summit and spent the rest of her day
as a steward.

On Facebook: Azure Mountain Friends

In July 2019, an Adirondack Mountain Club professional
trail crew replaced the deteriorated steps from the tower
to the viewpoint at cliffs’ edge with more durable stone
steps. A gratefully received $13,500 grant from Parks &
Trails New York made this work possible. Check our website or Facebook page to see more photos.

